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SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 00484 221659Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 CCO-00 /026 W 

22I703Z 012761 /44 

0 221642Z JAN 77 

EM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 1421 

SECRET DAMASCUS 0484 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (SECRETARY CYRUS VANCE) 

SUBJ: SECRETARY VANCE’S TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST 

REE: STATE 014975 

1. KHADDAM'S PRIVATE SECRETARY HAS GIVEN US 
FONMIN'S REPLY TO SECRETARY'S MESSAGE AS FOLLOWS: 

HE AND PRESIDENT ASAD WOULD WELCOME 
YOUR VISIT ANYTIME BEFORE FEBRUARY 17 OR AFTER 
FEBRUARY 20. DURING THOSE FOUR DAYS THEY HAVE 
PRIOR COMMITMENTS WHICH WOULD BE DIEFICULT 
TO CANCEL OR RESCHEDULE. 

2. PRIVATE SECRETARY WOULD NOT BE DRAWN 
OUT REGARDING NATURE OF THESE COMMITMENTS. 
MURPHY 


SECRET 
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